Appendix 8

Hay River Minor Hockey Association 

Guidelines for Attending Out of Town Tournaments

These guidelines are meant to assist Coaches and Directors and Parents/Players regarding issues around tournament play, picking up players, and deadlines associated with responding to requests for interest for tournament play, as well as the team's responsibility while attending tournaments.

Hockey Canada Rules you can dress 19 players made up of 17 skaters and 2 goalies (Taken from the Referee’s Case Book/Rule Combination 2008-2010 - Rule 2.2, page 19)

1. Divisional teams are either invited or request to be invited to certain “out of town” tournaments based on the level of their team’s play. The Coach/Director makes these contacts.

2. To determine availability of both players and parents (transportation) for a tournament, Directors will communicate tournament information including level of play, date of tournament, etc with a stated deadline to respond.  Deadlines are in place to meet Tournament Entry and Travel Permit deadlines and will be strictly adhered to.

3. If the team has too many players interested in attending, then the selection would be made on a first come, first served basis or, at the discretion of the Coach, in circumstances where attendance at practices is a factor to be considered. Further, the Coach/Director may determine that there is enough players to make 2 teams (with or without picking up a few players from other NWT Associations).

4. If a team does NOT have enough interest by the deadline, the Director/Coach will do the following:

4.1 The Coaching staff must make a decision on the 'minimum' number of players they are willing to take on a tournament. Factors such as level of tournament, hitting or non-hitting, level and fitness of players signed up to go, etc. should be factored in when making this decision.

4.2 If a very small number of players are able to attend OR if there are not enough rides the decision would be made to not go to the tournament;

4.3 If a Division needs 5 players or less to attend the Coach and Director MAY:

4.2.1 First, must seek other HRMHA players from the next lower division (usually 2nd year) with the assistance and approval of both the lower Division Coach and Director and the agreement of the parents. Size, skill level, availability, and checking experience will be factors in this decision. No players will be approached from a Division who is also attending a tournament. 

4.2.2 Secondly, seek players from other Hockey NWT affiliated Associations.  Again, this decision would be made by the Coach and Director based on the above criteria of size, skill, availability, and experience. Preference will be given to smaller organizations who do not get the opportunity to travel.

4.2.3 Once players have been recruited by either 1), 2) or both, they will remain on the roster.  Additional HRMHA players MAY be added after the deadline at the Coach’s and Director’s discretion. Factors to be considered are the total number of players attending and the Hockey Canada roster rule of 17 skaters and 2 goalies.  This decision will be final.

Please note - Once you commit to a tournament you SHOULD NOT back out of that commitment unless emergencies arise such as illness or injury. Your team members, HRMHA, and Tournament Organizers are relying on your attendance. HRMHA may request a non-refundable commitment deposit when attending out of town tournaments (Refundable upon tournament participation).

5.
Once a team has committed to a tournament, and travels to the tournament, it is expected that the Coaching staff and Director and players and parents attending the tournament will fulfill the requirements of the tournament by participating in all games as scheduled by tournament organizers. Extreme circumstances as listed in examples below would be the only considerations to not fulfilling the requirements of the tournament as scheduled; and approval would be required to not fulfill the requirements of the tournament by the President of HRMHA or delegate (usually achieved through a phone call, text, etc.)

Examples of Extreme Circumstances:

- Weather - as in winter storm, extreme road conditions, road accident, etc.

- Safety concerns during tournament play - as in poor facility, poor officiating resulting in continued abuse of players, so many players injured/sick that you cannot continue with the number of left over players, etc.

Should the Coaching staff and/or Director, and parents/players make a decision to not fulfill the requirements of the tournament as scheduled without sufficient cause and without approval of the President or designate, they will be subject to disciplinary action.

6.
Any monetary prizes earned at an 'out of town' tournament can be used during that out of town tournament for a team building event, time and schedule permitting (ie. pizza party, swim/movie passes, hockey game passes, etc.), at the discretion of the Director. If, however, time and schedule does not permit the monetary prize to be used during the tournament, the Director, upon return from the tournament shall immediately submit the money to the Treasurer for deposit, and may use that money earned for future team building events in that season. Should the money not be used in that season, it will be released to the general HRMHA funds.
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